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Response 

Our priority is the safety, health, and well-being of all our students. 

 The current Health and Physical Education (HPE) curriculum is over 15 years out of date, 
and drafted long before Facebook or Snapchat became part of everyday life. Ontario is 
behind provinces such as Alberta and British Columbia in teaching our students about 
topics such as online safety, healthy relationships and consent. 

Who was consulted in the revisions of the curriculum? The official opposition party 
accuses the MoE of not enough consultation with major stakeholders. 

The review of the HPE curriculum started in 2007, and it has undergone the most extensive 
consultation processes ever undertaken by the Ministry involving parents, students, 
teachers, faculties of education, universities, colleges and numerous stakeholder groups 
including the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, The Ontario Public Health 
Association and the Ontario Healthy Schools Coalition. More than 70 health-related 
organizations submitted reports for consideration. In developing the revised curriculum, 
the ministry considered research, inter-jurisdictional benchmarking, and advice from 
academics and experts in many fields of study including mental health, public health, sexual 
health, physical education, and kinesiology.  

 In addition, the Ministry also consulted with thousands of parents for this curriculum 
through both an online survey, and face-to-face meetings with organizations such as People 
for Education, Ontario Parents in Catholic Education, and the Ontario Home and School 
Association. 

Why do schools have a responsibility to teach sexual health? Why not just leave it to 
the parents? 

It is in fact based on the feedback we received from parents that we created parent 
resource guides to help inform parents on when and what their children will be learning in 
classes under the revised HPE curriculum. Parents indicated that they want to be aware of 
what their children are learning in school so they then have the opportunity to discuss 
their values, morals, cultural and religious beliefs with their children at home. The 
following is a sample of a parent guide that can be found on our 
website:http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/HPEguideRev.pdf 
  
Parents play an integral role in their children’s education. Schools address these topics to 
ensure all students have access to factual, accurate information about their health and well-
being, and parents are responsible for sharing their values,  morals, cultural, and religious 
beliefs with their children. 
  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/HPEguideRev.pdf


The World Health Organization’s 2010 Standards for Sexuality Education in Europe 
establishes the naming of body parts as a skill's objective for children up to the age of 
4. Why does Ontario not set the same standards? 

In the revised curriculum, learning the correct anatomical names for body parts starts in Grade 1 as 
this is the first year of mandatory education in Ontario. Young students should know the correct 
anatomical names of body parts in order to communicate clearly and get help if needed, in cases of 
abuse, illness or injury.  Health experts recommend presenting information related to human 
development and growth the same way as all health topics, as a normal, natural part of overall 
healthy development. 

How will the MOE ensure the implementation of the curriculum at the school level? 
Should individual schools have their student health scores posted? 

The Ministry has conducted regional training sessions as one part of the ongoing support for 
implementation of the HPE curriculum that will be implemented in Ontario schools beginning in 
Fall 2015.  The ministry will continue to work with partners who are developing curriculum-linked 
resources and other supports and make these available throughout the 2015-16 school year. 
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